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ADWR 

Arizona Department of Water Resources. 

Agriculture  

Use of land for the production of food and fiber, including the growing of crops and/or the 
grazing of animals on natural prime or improved pasture.  

Agriculture/Urban Farm Areas 

Agriculture/Urban Farms may be privately or publicly owned urban farms.  Urban Farms are 
typically small farms that may grow fruits, vegetables, organic crops, flowers or other crop.  
They are not large scale, single-crop farms. 

Annexation 

To incorporate a land area into an existing district or municipality, with a resulting change in the 
boundaries of the annexing jurisdiction. 

Area 

An area of a city that has a unique character identifiable as different from surrounding areas 
because of distinctive architecture, streets, geographic features, culture, landmarks, activities, 
or land uses.  

Arterial 

Medium-speed (30-40 mph), medium-capacity (10,000-35,000 average daily trips) roadway 
that provides intra-community travel and access to the county-wide highway system. Access 
to community arterials should be provided at collector roads and local streets, but direct 
access from parcels to existing arterials is common. 

AZ Tech Model Development 

A seven-year project that uses cutting edge technology to improve traffic conditions for the 
Phoenix Metropolitan Area. 

Bicycle Lanes  

These are on-street facilities, typically 5.5 feet wide, designed for bicycle, created by means 
of pavement striping. 

Bond  

An interest-bearing promise to pay a stipulated sum of money, with the principal amount due 
on a specific date. Funds raised through the sale of bonds can be used for various public 
purposes.  

Buffer Zone  

An area of land separating two distinct land uses that acts to soften or mitigate the effects of 
one land use on the other.  

Capital Improvements Program (CIP)  

A program, administered by a city or county government and reviewed by its legislative body, 
which schedules permanent improvements, usually for a minimum of five years in the future, 
to fit the projected fiscal capability of the local jurisdiction. The program generally is reviewed 
annually, for conformance to and consistency with the general plan.  

Central Business District 

The commercial center of a community and typically, the historic origin for subsequent growth 
of the community. 
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City Campuses 

A group of city buildings and services that complement each other, including pedestrian links 
and plazas. 

City’s Water Distribution System 

The infrastructure that enables water to be delivered from its source to the user. 

Collector Street 

Relatively low-speed (25-30 mph), relatively low-volume (5,000-20,000 average daily trips) 
street that provides circulation within and between neighborhoods. Collectors usually serve 
short trips and are intended for collecting trips from local streets and distributing them to the 
arterial network.  

Commercial  

A land use classification that permits facilities for the buying and selling of commodities and 
services.  

Community Park  

A publicly owned land site, usually in the range of 25 to 50 acres in size, with full public 
access intended to provide recreation opportunities beyond those supplied by neighborhood 
parks. Community parks are larger in scale than neighborhood parks but smaller than 
regional parks.  

Conservation  

The management of natural resources to prevent waste, destruction, or degradation.  

Density, Residential 

The number of dwelling units per acre. 

Dedication 

The turning over by an owner or developer of private land for public use, and the acceptance 
of land for such use by the governmental agency having jurisdiction over the public function 
for which it will be used.  

Design Review; Design Control  

The comprehensive evaluation of a development and its impact on neighboring properties 
and the community as a whole, from the standpoint of site and landscape design, 
architecture, materials, colors, lighting, and signs.  "Design Control" requires that certain 
specific things be done and that other things not be done.  Design Control language is most 
often found within a zoning ordinance.  "Design Review" usually refers to a system set up 
outside of the public hearing process, whereby projects are reviewed against certain 
standards and criteria by a specially established design review board or committee. 

Development 

The physical extension and/or construction of urban land uses.  Development activities 
include: subdivision of land; construction or alteration of structures, roads, utilities, and other 
facilities; grading; and clearing of natural vegetative cover (with the exception of agricultural 
activities).  Routine repair and maintenance activities are exempted. 

Dwelling Unit  

A room or group of rooms (including sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation facilities, but 
not more than one kitchen), which constitutes an independent housekeeping unit, occupied or 
intended for occupancy by one household on a long-term basis for residential purposes.  
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Easement  

Usually the right to use property owned by another for specific purposes or to gain access to 
another property. For example, utility companies often have easements on the private 
property of individuals to be able to install and maintain utility facilities.  

Easement, Conservation  

A tool for acquiring open space with less than full-fee purchase, whereby a public agency 
buys only certain specific rights from the landowner. These may be positive rights (providing 
the public with the opportunity to hunt, fish, hike, or ride over the land), or they may be 
restrictive rights specified by the owner, limiting the uses which the land may be devoted to in 
the future. 

Facility Plans 

Plans for public facilities such as wastewater. 

Flood, 100-Year  

The magnitude of a flood expected to occur on the average every 100-years, based on 
historical data. The 100-year flood has a 1/100, or one percent, chance of occurring in any 
given year.  

Flared Intersection 

A roadway that widens out at the intersection with another roadway, usually to accommodate 
thru lanes and additional turn lanes  

Flood Plain  

The relatively level land area on at least one side of a continuous elevated land-form, such as 
a canal or railroad embankment, regularly subject to flooding. That part of the flood plain 
subject to a one percent chance of flooding in any given year is designated as an "area of 
special flood hazard" by the Federal Insurance Administration.  

General Plan  

A compendium of city goals, objectives, and policies regarding its long-term development, in 
the form of maps and accompanying text.  

Goal  

A general, overall, and ultimate purpose, aim, or end toward which the City will direct effort.  

Grade 

Ground level or the elevation at any given point. 

Groundwater Recharge  

The natural process of infiltration and percolation of water from land areas or streams, or by 
artificial means, through permeable soils into water-holding rocks that provide underground 
storage ("aquifers").  

Hierarchy 

A graded or ranked series. 

Historic; Historical  

An historic building or site is one that is noteworthy for its significance in local, state, or 
national history or culture, its architecture or design, or its works of art, memorabilia, or 
artifacts.  



GLOSSARY 
 

 158 

Housing and Urban Development, U.S. Department of (HUD) 

A cabinet-level department of the federal government that administers housing and community 
development programs. 

In-fill Development 

Development of vacant land (usually individual lots or left-over properties) within areas that are 
already largely developed. 

Land Banking 

The purchase of land by a local government for use or resale at a later date.  "Banked lands" 
have been used for development of low and moderate- income housing, expansion of parks, 
and development of industrial and commercial centers.   

Land Use  

The occupation or utilization of land or water area for any human activity or any purpose 
defined in the General Plan.  

(LOS) D – Level of Service D 

A description of street capacity stating that no street shall operate above 80% of its planned 
capacity. 

Master Plan 

A plan for a large area that may address land use, landscaping, infrastructure, circulation or 
services provision. 

Mixed-use 

Properties on which various uses, such as office, commercial, institutional, and residential, 
are combined in a single building or on a single site in an integrated development project with 
significant functional interrelationships and a coherent physical design.  A single site may 
include contiguous properties. 

Multi-modal Trails 

Multi-modal trails are hard surface trails designed for all types of non-motorized 
transportation. Signs, crossings, vegetation, rest and staging areas developed in conjunction 
with these paths are also primarily designed for non-motorized recreation. 

Neighborhood Park  

City-owned land intended to serve the recreation needs of people living or working within a 
one-mile area.  Neighborhood parks serve as a neighborhood’s recreational and social focus.  

Neighborhood Park Zones Map 

A map featured in the Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update 2000 that displays the 
service areas for Neighborhood parks. 

Noise Attenuation 

Reduction of the level of a noise source using a substance, building material, or surface, such 
as earth berms and/or solid concrete walls. 

Open Space Buffers 

Open Space Buffers are typically tracts of private land used to separate different land uses.  
These areas generally include landscaping and may include topographic variations to meet 
retention or screening needs.  These areas provide buffer between land uses and also 
contribute to visual open space and character within the community. 
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Open Space 

Any parcel or area of land or water that is improved or unimproved, and devoted to an open 
space use for the purposes of (1) the preservation of natural resources, (2) the managed 
production of resources, (3) outdoor recreation, or (4) public health and safety. Open Spaces 
include functional open space, agriculture, retention/detention areas and floodways and 
floodplains. Open space may be publicly or privately owned and maintained. 

Outdoor Recreation Use  

A privately or publicly owned or operated use providing facilities for outdoor recreation 
activities.  

Park Land  

Land that is publicly owned or controlled for the purpose of providing parks, recreation, or 
open space for public use.  

Parks  

Open space lands whose primary purpose is recreation, or passive enjoyment by the public. 

Paths and Trails 

Trails and paths include on-street bicycle lanes, equestrian; multiple use paths and trails; 
pedestrian, equestrian and multiple use easements; and trailheads and staging areas.  These 
facilities will continue to be publicly and privately owned and maintained.  Trailheads may be 
privately or publicly owned and maintained, and may be constructed privately and dedicated 
to the City. 

Planned Area Development (PAD) 

A description of a proposed unified development, consisting at a minimum of a map and 
adopted ordinance setting forth the regulations governing, and the location and phasing of all 
proposed uses and improvements to be included in the development. 

Planning Area  

The area directly addressed by the general plan.  A city's planning area typically 
encompasses the existing city limits, and potentially annexable land which will ultimately form 
the City limits at buildout, and which the City will provide services.  

Recharge 

Water infiltrating to replenish an aquifer.  

Recreation, Active  

A type of recreation or activity that requires the use of organized play areas including, but not 
limited to, softball, baseball, football and soccer fields, tennis and basketball courts and 
various forms of children's play equipment.  

Recreation, Passive  

Type of recreation or activity that does not require the use of organized play areas. 

Regional  

Pertaining to activities or economies at a scale greater than that of a single jurisdiction, and 
affecting a broad geographic area.  

Retention/Detention Basins 

Retention basins are principally designed to retain the runoff from a 100-year, 2-hour storm.  
These areas may be landscaped and used during non-storm periods for passive or active 
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recreation.  Any facilities placed in these areas require special care in placement to ensure 
that they are not inundated, except during the infrequent storm events. 

Rezoning 

An amendment to the adopted zoning map and/or text of a zoning ordinance to effect a change 
in the nature, density, or intensity of uses allowed in a zoning district and/or on a designated 
parcel or land area. 

Right-of-way  

A strip of land occupied or intended to be occupied by certain transportation and public use 
facilities, such as roadways, railroads, and utility lines.  

Setback 

The horizontal distance between the property line and any structure. 

Site 

A parcel of land used or intended for one use or a group of uses and having frontage on a 
public or an approved private street.  

Solid Waste 

Any unwanted or discarded material that is not a liquid or gas.  Includes organic wastes, paper 
products, metals, glass, plastics, cloth, brick, rock, soil, leather, rubber, yard wastes, and wood, 
but does not include sewage and hazardous materials.   

South Price Road (high-tech) Campus Employment Corridor. 

That area south of Willis Road, as depicted on the Chandler Land Use Map for that area, 
represents Chandler’s premier high tech corridor.  It’s environment would be defined by single 
users such as high-tech manufacturing, research and development, and corporate offices in 
integrated campus-like setting on parcels generally not less than 15 acres.  Streetscape 
appearances would also be characterized by large landscaped setbacks utilizing turf, berms, 
and other landscape themes.  

General industrial parks and subdivisions, warehousing, distributorships, and other non high-
tech users do not fit in this definition. 

Special Use Commercial 

These are places characterized and designed to be pedestrian friendly activity areas that 
support a mix of retail and commercial services uses and attract visitors. These areas denote a 
high level of visual interest and are characterized by providing an attractive urban environment. 

They may include restaurants, retail shops, entertainment and recreational uses, offices, and 
plazas in an urban setting. They may also include higher density residential projects as part of 
an approved, mixed-use area plan. Appropriate locations would be along waterways or near 
lakes, appropriate in-fill areas, downtown, or as complementary support destinations near larger 
commercial centers. They may be developed in areas to complement nearby conventional retail 
development, as exemplified by Casa Paloma or as stand-alone uses such as The Falls at 
Ocotillo, which take advantage of nearby lakes, and water features that complement the 
pedestrian experience.  Other examples include the Sun Tech Village Shops, and The 
Boardwalk at Andersen Springs. 

Special Use Parks and Facilities 

Special use facilities and sports field facilities are planned to be publicly or privately owned 
and maintained. They are designed and maintained to meet specific community needs.  
They may include skate parks, aquatic centers, riparian habitat preserves, dog parks, and 
equestrian centers. 
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Subdivision  

The division of a tract of land into defined lots, either improved or unimproved, which can be 
separately conveyed by sale or lease, and which can be altered or developed.  

Subsidize 

To assist by payment of a sum of money or by the granting of terms or favors that reduce the 
need for monetary expenditures.  Housing subsidies may take the forms of mortgage interest 
deductions or tax credits from federal and/or state income taxes, sale or lease at less than 
market value of land to be used for the construction of housing, payments to supplement a 
minimum affordable rent, and the like. 

Trailhead 

The beginning point of a trail and includes parking, trail information, rubbish containers, water 
and sanitary facilities. 

Wildlife  

Animals or plants existing in their natural habitat.  

Xeriscape 

A form of desert landscaping that conserves water by utilizing low-water plants and 
minimizing the use of turf (grass) for lawns. 

Zoning  

The division of a city or county by legislative regulations into areas, or zones, which specify 
allowable uses and required development standards for real property within these areas; a 
program that implements policies of the General Plan.  




